THE PRINTED BOOKS
Butler, his senior Assistant, and devoted himself to the Chinese work
of the Department of Oriental Manuscripts, which had been formed
in the same year and by the same process as that of Maps, and to
which he was definitely transferred as Keeper in 1892. Had Butler
had more force the maps would not have been left in such an
anomalous position, but in the following decade not only were
manuscript maps transferred to the Department of Manuscripts, but
that Department occasionally acquired by gift and preserved engraved
as well as manuscript maps.
In 1902 the Map Room, which had been a Sub-Department, with
some autonomy, was brought definitely under the Printed Books,
of which it has since been an important section, on the same footing
as Music. Basil Soulsby was placed in charge, and in seven years
there first made his mark; he was later transferred to the Natural
History Museum and acquired a great reputation on account of the
Linnaean collection which he developed in the Library there (see below,
p. 345). In 1909 he was followed by John (afterwards Sir John)
A. J. de Villiers. In 1924 Frederick Sprent, another energetic man
like Soulsby, succeeded 5 he unfortunately died young in 1931, and
was followed by the present Superintendent of the Map Room, Mr.
Edward Lynam.
The Map Room still contains a considerable quantity of manu-
script maps and charts, apart from those in the King's Library, and
there would seem to be good reason for reverting to the organization
of 1867-80, and perhaps to follow the same policy with Music also.
The Print Room contains many important engraved maps, and these
should certainly be transferred; it is believed that this is under con-
sideration. It was urged by the late Lord Curzon in 1914, before the
Royal Geographical Society, that the printed and MS. maps should
be recombined in a single Department; but the difficulties, historical
and (especially with the Egerton MSS.) legal, are obvious.
The whole collection is press-marked on a territorial system
adapted from Dewey's decimal classification. When the King Edward
VII Wing was completed, space was found in it for the Map
Room, but the lay-out was inadequate and a reconstruction, planned
in 1938, was interrupted by the outbreak of war. The need may be
217